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Preface

Eurocrypt 2021, the 40th Annual International Conference on the Theory and Applications

of Cryptographic Techniques, was held in Zagreb, Croatia, during October 17–21, 2021.1

The conference was sponsored by the International Association for Cryptologic Research

(IACR). Lejla Batina (Radboud University, The Netherlands) and Stjepan Picek (Delft

University of Technology, The Netherlands) were responsible for the local organization.

We received a total of 400 submissions. Each submission was anonymized for the

reviewing process and was assigned to at least three of the 59 Program Committee

(PC) members. PC members were allowed to submit at most two papers. The reviewing

process included a rebuttal round for all submissions. After extensive deliberations the

PC accepted 78 papers. The revised versions of these papers are included in this

three-volume proceedings.

The PC decided to give Best Paper Awards to the papers “Non-Interactive Zero

Knowledge from Sub-exponential DDH” by Abhishek Jain and Zhengzhong Jin, “On

the (in)security of ROS” by Fabrice Benhamouda, Tancrède Lepoint, Julian Loss,

Michele Orrù, and Mariana Raykova and “New Representations of the AES Key

Schedule” by Gaëtan Leurent and Clara Pernot. The authors of these three papers

received an invitation to submit an extended version of their work to the Journal of

Cryptology. The program also included invited talks by Craig Gentry (Algorand

Foundation) and Sarah Meiklejohn (University College London).

We would like to thank all the authors who submitted papers. We know that the

PC’s decisions can be very disappointing, especially rejections of good papers which

did not find a slot in the sparse number of accepted papers. We sincerely hope that

these works will eventually get the attention they deserve.

We are indebted to the PC and the external reviewers for their voluntary work.

Selecting papers from 400 submissions covering the many areas of cryptologic research

is a huge workload. It has been an honor to work with everyone. We owe a big thank

you to Kevin McCurley for his continuous support in solving all the minor issues we

had with the HotCRP review system, to Gaëtan Leurent for sharing his MILP programs

which made the papers assignments much easier, and to Simona Samardjiska who

acted as Eurocrypt 2021 webmaster.

Finally, we thank all the other people (speakers, sessions chairs, rump session

chairs…) for their contribution to the program of Eurocrypt 2021. We would also like

to thank the many sponsors for their generous support, including the Cryptography

Research Fund that supported student speakers.

April 2021 Anne Canteaut

François-Xavier Standaert

1 This preface was written before the conference took place, under the assumption that it will take

place as planned in spite of travel restrictions due to COVID-19.
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