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Welcome Message from the Editors

Dear authors, referees, and readers of
Recent Developments in Statistics and Data Science,

It is a great pleasure to welcome you to the proceedings of the XXV Congress of
the Portuguese Statistical Society—SPE 2021—held during 13–16 October 2021 at
Évora, Portugal. This was the first-time, ever, online SPE conference, and it gathered
more than 200 delegates from all over the world.

The meeting was hosted by University of Évora, Portugal, in collaboration with the
Portuguese Statistical Society, and we had a fantastic program including 4 plenary
lectures, 31 sessions, and 22 posters. A variety of societies had virtual rooms at
SPE 2021 including Bernoulli Society, Brazilian Statistical Association, Caucus for

Women in Statistics, and the International Society for Bayesian Analysis—just to
name a few. Institutional members of the Portuguese Statistical Society were also
represented (e.g. Statistics Portugal, Banco de Portugal, PORDATA). For more details
on the meeting please, see www.spe2021.uevora.pt/en/.

Recent Developments in Statistics and Data Science highlights some selected
contributions that were presented at SPE 2021. This volume covers a broad range
of topics lying at the interface between Statistics and Data Science, such as applied
statistics, computational statistics, extremes and outliers, medical statistics, modeling
time series and stochastic processes, and data visualization, among others.

And speaking of visualization, Fig. 1 depicts a word cloud of all the titles and
abstracts in this volume. While this chart is not a substitute for a table of contents,
it does not summarize the order by which the articles appear in this issue! it offers
a visual roadmap of what is to be found ahead. Given the broad scope of topics
covered, we have opted for clustering articles according to the similarity of topics.
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Fig. 1 Word cloud summarizing all titles, keywords, and abstracts of contributions included in this
issue

And, as the tag cloud in Fig. 1 reveals, data are the common denominator across
most contributions.

We are indebted to many people. First, we would like to thank the authors for
their contributions and to everyone involved in the peer-review process who did a
superb job on meeting tight deadlines in a thoughtful manner. They all worked hard
so that the community keeps breaking new ground, and should be proud of their
achievements. We are also indebted to Springer for their excellent collaboration on
the production of this issue, and to the Scientific Committee and keynote speakers
for their contributions to the meeting. Last but not the least, our words of thanks go
to the organizers of SPE 2021 for their outstanding work, and to the community of
the Portuguese Statistical Society for their continuous, and yet unbounded! support.

March 2022 Regina Bispo
Lígia Henriques-Rodrigues

Russell Alpizar-Jara
Miguel de Carvalho
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