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The attempts to model the process of natural language comprehension 
with a computer, have shed sorne light on the very nature of natural 
language itself. Wc diseuss here sorne issues concerning language pro
cessing and show that any computationa~ eboice entails a commitment 
about "hat natural language really i5. Ne conclude tbat "hat makes 
a language to be natural is its ability to be interpreted at variable 
depths. 

Les tentatives en vue de modéliser sur ordinateur le processus de 
compréhension du langage naturel permettent de mieux comprendre la 
nature mêtœ du langage naturel .. Nous discuterons ici certaines q'.les
tions liées au traiterr.ent des langues, et nous mon~rerons que le 
choix d'une technique informatique irrpliqüe celui dl~~e certaine 
vision du langage naturel. En conclusion, nous développerons l'idée 
qu'un langage es~ naturel de par son aptitude à être interprété à 
des profondeurs variables. 

1. LANGUAGE AS A SYSTOI OF SYi,$OLS 
A. Finite State Autcmata (FSA) 
B. Con.text-Free Gr=ar3 (CFG) 
C. Other grammars 

II. LANGUAGE AS A MASH OF HORDS 
A. Ke1fli!Ords 
B. An. "intermadiate" approach 

III. LANGUAGE AS A PRETEXT FOR LOGIC 

IV. LANGUAGE AS A WAY TO REPRESENT CO~1·mNPLACE KNOHLEOGE 
A. FahZman. '3 semaittic modeZ 
B. Language and the discrete vs. continuous ccntroversy 
C. Fuzzy Zogio 

-. V. LANGUAGE AS A HEANS FOR VARIABLE DEPTH CO~t\1UNICATION 
A. Prinaiples 
B. A proaeduraZ net~ork 

VI. CONCLUSION: WHAT DOES "NATURAL u r1EAN ? ,.,.-, l' ::! r ~ ~, . 
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