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INTRODUCTION 

This is the second edition of Developing a policy for a schoollibrary, 
the idea for which came from a D.E.S. short course ca lied School 
libraries and the secondary curriculum we organised and ran at the 
Centre for In-service Education, Trent Polytechnic. Six afternoon 
sessions were attended bythirty-five teachers, schoollibrarians and 
teacher librarians, representing eighteen schools located in Nottingham­
shire, Leicestershire, Lincolnshire and Derbyshire. The course was 
advertised inviting applications "from those schools where the 
member of senior staff responsible for the curriculum and the school 
librarian are interested in developing the use of the schoollibrary 
and areboth in a position to attend the course". The reason for there 
being thirty-five course members and not thirty-six is that in one 
school the two responsibilities of curriculum and library were held 
by the same teacher. 

The aim was to examine the development of a policy for the school 
library and howthiscan be implemented and evaluated. The content 
of the course was the result of discussions between ourselves and 
senior librarians concerned with providing support services to 
schools in the four counties represented on the course, and we are 
appreciative of the comments made by these librarians, who are: 

Mr. Terry Hancock, Senior Librarian, Lincolnshire; 
Ms. Linda Hopkins, Assistant County Librarian, Nottinghamshire; 
Mr. Martin Molloy, Principal Assistant County Librarian, 
Derbyshire; 
Miss Jennifer Shepherd, Assistant County Librarian, 
Leicestershire. 

The course was favourably received, and this led to the decision to 
provide more teachers and librarians with the opportunity to 
examine their school library provision together. As a result we 
decided to create a series of pamphlets which will guide librarians 
and teachers through the processes of creating a library policy, 
implementing this policy and evaluating the success of this 
implementation. A fourth pamphlet will provide a detailed discussion 
of the potential involvement of the librarian in the process of 
curriculum development. Whilst the series has yet to be completed, 
the demand for the first has been so great that it has been decided by 
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SLG that a new edition must take precedence over numbers three 
and four in the series. Implementing a school library policy was 
published in 1986. 

Each pamphlet will comprise information explaining methods and 
suggesting steps to take which will integrate the library into the 
work of the school supporting both teachers and pupils. This 
information is accompanied by exercises to initiate action turning 
theory into practice within the context of an individual school- your 
school. The term 'Iibrarian' is used to identify the person responsible 
for the library, be they qualified librarian, qualified teacher, or both. 

Helen Pain 
Dept. of Library & Information 

Studies 
Loughborough University of 

Technology 

John Lesquereux 
Centre for In-service Education 
Trent Polytechnic 
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