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Preface 

The lst International Conference on "Applied Cryptography and Network Secu
rit y" (ACNS 2003) was sponsored and organized by ICISA (International Com
munications and Information Security Association), in cooperation with ':'EAn 
Pte. Ltd. and the Kunming government. It was held in Kunming, China in Oc
tober 2003. The conference proceedings was published as Volume 2846 of tbe 
Lecture Notes in Computer Science (LNCS) series of Springer-Verlag. 

The conference received 191 submissions, from 24 countries and regions; 32 of 
these papera were accepted, representing 15 countries and regions (acceptance 
rate of 16.ï5%). In thia volume you will find the revised versions of the ac
~epted papers that werc presented at the conference. In addition to the main 
~rack of presentations of accepted papera, an additional track was held in the 
conference where presentations of an industrial and technical nature were given. 
'rhese presentations were also carefully selected from a large set of presentation 
proposals. 

This new international conference series is the result of the vision of Dr. Yongfei 
Han. The conference concentrates on current developments that advance the ar
eas of applied cryptography and its application to systems and network security. 
The goal is to represent both academie research works and developments in in
dustrial and technical frontiers. We thank Dr. Han for initiating this conference 
a.nd for serving as its General Chair. 

511any people and organizations helped in making the conference a rcality. Wc 
tnank the conference sponsors: the Kunming government, MiAn Pte. Ltd., and 
IeISA. We greatly thank the organizing committee members for taking care 
of the registration, logistics, and local arrangements. It is due t.o their hard 
work that the conference was possible. Wc also wish to thank Springcr and 
l'vir. Alfred Hofmann and his staff for the ad vice regarding the publication of 
the proceedings as a volume of LNCS. Our deepest thanks go to the program 
committee members for their hard work in reviewing papers. \Ve also wish to 
thank the external reviewers who assisted the program committee members. 

L'lSt, but not least, special thanks are due to all the authors who snbmitted 
papers and to the conference participants from ail over the world. \Ve are very 
grateful for their support, which was especially important in these difficult times 
wnen the SARS olltbreak impacted many countries, especially China. It is in such 
cl:allenging times for humanity that the strength and resolve of our community 
is tested: the fad that wc were able to attract many papers and prepare and 
organize this conference is testament 1.0 the determînation and dedication of the 
cTyptography and security research community worldwide. 

Odober 2003 Jianying Zhou 
::Vloti Yung 
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