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PREFACE

This bocok is an edited version of the Proceedings of the Sixth European
Conference on Artificial Intelligence held in Pisa in September, 1984. The
conference was organised under the auspices of the European Co-ordinating
Committee for Artificial Intelligence and sponsored by AICA and AISB.

251 papers were submitted for consideration in 15 different subfields. Fach
subfield was chaired by an experienced and respected worker in A.I. who received
reports on each submission from two referees with appropriate publication records.
Papers on which there was not an initial consensus were sent to additional
members of the Programme Committee. This Committee was nominated by the various
European A.I. societies. The paper selection process depended on considerable
work from the Subfield Chairmen, Referees and Programme Committee.

For the purposes of this volume, I have made a selection from the prize-winning
papers and the long papers in the Proceedings volume and have organised them into
five main general areas, namely, Expert Systems, Robotics and Vision, Cognitive
Modelling and Learning, Natural Language and Knowledge Representation. 1 regret
that limitations of space made it impossible to include more of the papers
presented at the conference. This selection consists of about 157 of the papers
originally submitted.

On the acknowledgements page I have listed all those who helped in the prepara-
tion of the conference programme and proceedings. I would like to single out
two people, the Programme Secretary, Diane Mason for her patient and heroic
contributions to the conference, the proceedings and this edited book, and the
General Chairman, Stefano Cerri who ensured that the whole event was carried
out with tremendous flair, efficiency and style.

Tim O'Shea
Programme Chairman,
SIXTH European Artificial Intelligence Conference.
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