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About the Author

Martin Heller develops software, writes, and consults in Andover, MA, You can
contact him on BIX and MCI Mail as mheller, on CompuScrve as 74000, 2447,
and by mail care of John Wiley & Sons.

Martin is a contributing editor and regular columnist for Byte Magazine and the
author of half a dozen PC software packages. He has been programming for
Windows since early in the Windows 1.0 alpha test period. He has baccalaureate
degrees in physics and music from Haverford College as well as Sc.M. and Ph.D,
degrees in experimental high-energy physics from Brown University.

Dr. Heller has worked as an accelerator physicist, an energy systems analyst, a
computer systems architect, a company division manager, and a consultant.
Throughout his career he has used computers as a means to an end, much as a
cabinet maker uses hand and power tools.

Martin wrote his first program for a drum-based computer in machine language
in the early 1960s. No, not assembly language, machine language. The following
vear he tanght himself Fortran IT, and wrote mathematical programs in that language
throughout high school.

In graduate school Martin wrote hundreds of programs in MACRO-9 assembler
fora DEC PDP-9 computer, and hundreds more Fortran IV, APL, and PL/1 programs
for an IBM 360/67. For his Ph.D. thesis he analyzed 500,000 frames of bubble
chamber film taken at Argonne National Laboratory and helped take other data at
Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory.

At New England Nuclear Corporation {currently a DuPont subsidiary) Dr. Heller
developed an automatic computer data-acquisition and control system for an
isotope-production cyclotron using Fortran [V+ and MACRO-11 ona PDP-11, with
additional embedded 6802-bascd controllers. When the company acquired a VAX,
Martin wrote one of the earliest smart terminal programs, in assembly language for
the PDP-11 running RSX-11M.

At Physical Sciences Inc. (PSI) Martin developed a steady-state model of an
experimental fuel cell power plant (under contract to the U.S. Department of
Energy) in BASIC on a TRS5-80 Model 3, and designed more advanced plants in
BASIC on an early IBM PC. He developed a DOT-compliant crash sled data analysis
program and a brake-testing data-acquisition, control, and analvsis system in
compiled BASIC for General Motors; he also developed the suite of programs that
allowed General Motors to successfully defend itself against a government action
over X-car braking systems.

Martin designed and developed Metalselector, a materials selection and mate-
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ricls propertios database program, undercontract to the American Society for Metals
ccurrentiy called ASV Internationad), stll in compiled BASHC, He designed EnPlot
forthe Sociens s uraphing necds, mtending the program for Windows 1.0, and pur
tosether o tew ol programmers to write it in CWhen Windows 1.0 started slip-
ping its schedute. DrHeller and his team implemented EnPlot for DOS instead of
Windows,

Martin responded to the ongoing necds of the materials properiics community
by designing and implementing Metsel2 car PSD and Lter MatDB, in Cror DOS and
FnlPlot 2.0 for Windows (in both cases as anindependent consultant). EnPlot is
currently at revisian 5.0 Gand counting), and runs under Windows 3.0 and above.

While stitl at PSI Muartin designed two stadistical subroutine libraries in Fortran
lor fohn Wiley & Sons, Statlib. tsf wasuatime-series and forecasting library. and
gtatlib.gl wasadevice-independent graphing library built on the GRS graphics
standard. Both packages are now out of print.

Asaconsultant, Martin has worked with several companies to develop, design,
and-ordebug Windows apphications. His latest solely developed program is Room
Planner. . mecting and conterence layvout svstem for the hospitality industry,
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