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PREFACE 
The year t H7û markcd the centenary of the invention of the telcphone. Conferences, discusûons 
and lectures were held in aH parts of the world to mark the event. These generally tended 
to he historical and sociological reviews of the previotls 100 years and emphasizcd the bene­
fits the telephone had brought to mankind. 

During the ycar the Royal Society 50ught contributions rrom cminent experts in half a 
dozcll countries to Cl meeting at which the Future paltlTtL of tdccommullic)llions devdopment 
\vould he discusscd. This was hcld in J\1arch H177. 

The papers covereù virtually ail aspects of modern tdccommunications, from microtech­
lIo1ogy, on wllich much of the iillure suceess iu circuit and system design clepenùs, to strategie 
systems planning. The social aspects were not ignored: a paper was includcd on the implications 
of new telecommunieations service and rererence was made ta the topieal- and eontraversial­
question of the future size of the teleeommunieations iwitching industry. 

IL i5 clear that there arc few physical impediments to a f'urther massive growth in telecommu­
nieations, tending to produec a major impact upon Tnany other industries, and on society in 
g('neral. The main uncertainties are those ofhllman organization and ofpolitics rather than of 
technology. Perhaps thi5 in îtse1fis the most fundamental change which has affected the art in 
the 100 years sinee its birth. 

M . .J. LIGHTHILL 

E. EASTWOQD 

C. A, MAY 
K. W. CATT.E.R1\IOLE 
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