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PREFACE

All great engincering ventures need scientific data on which to base decisions. Too often such
decisions have to be made in situations where the data are lacking or incomplete; this canses
uncertainties and delays.

The Council of the Royal Society submitted in April 1974 a memorandum on seabed
enginecring to the subcommittee of the Scleet Committee on Science and Technology dealing
with that subject. This memorandum stresscd the need for continued and increascd support
[or basic stadies of the natural forces of the seahed to back up the technical advances being
made in deep-sea exploration and exploitation, and the value of close cooperation between
scientists and technologists.

The subject was considered by the Industrial Activitics Commitiee, wliich decided that a
discussion meeting covering the problems connectad with sea floor development would be
appropriate as it would provide an opportunity to bring together the technologists and scicn-
tists andd oller an opportunity to demonstrate the interactions between engineering and science
in the exploitation of the seabed.

The British National Commitiee on Ocean Engineering of the Council of Engincering
Tnstitutions was known to have considerable interest in this subject and consaltations were
held with this Committee and other interested bodies.

As it was believed that most of the important problems in cngineering had been solved for
depths down to about 300 m it was decided that the most useful subject for a meeting would be
*Sea floor development: moving into deep water’, the term “decp water” being used broadly
to cover prohlems connected with a depth range of 300--2000 m.

This gave an opportunity of demonstrating British initiative and competence in deep water
activitics, in particular covering thc morphology and currents of the continental margins,
subsea enginecring, hydrocarbon potential, the geochemistry of ferromanganese deposits,
environmental aspects, as well as the up-to-date position on the law of the sea and the owner-
ship of the ocean iloor.

The papers submiticd at the two-day mecting held on 1 and 2 June 1977 arc reproduced in
this volume together with a record of the discussion.

Mearch 1978 Ancus PaToN
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