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INTRODUCTION 

This is the fir::>t edition of the INSPE'C Datù.bdse 1!SBTS' Guide. Its 

purpose i5 ta provide Lhe kind of background information on t_he 

database which wil.1 he he1pful to ù user working with INSPEC files 

Rither on his Qwn computer system or on a public!y-available on-linc 

service. 

BeCduse it i5 the first edillon, the Guide will be subject ta revi

sion and improvelllent, as weIl as ta the kinds of amendment which 

dre inevitable when deùling with a databasc whose chdracteristics 

and content must change fram tlille ta time to keep up with develop

ments in the literature and in information science and technology. 

In ardcr thaL we can improve the Guide, we vlOuld 1 ike ta have your 

comments. In arder that we can keep you up-ta-date wi th future 

editions or dffiendments, wc would like ta have a record of your 

ownership of this copy. For bath purposes, you will find an 

appropriate fonu at the back of the Guide. 

Please use it. 
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