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PREFACE

The first International Association for Pattern Recognition workshop on
Decument Analysis Systems was held in Kaiserslautern, Germany in Octo-
ber 1894. In planning this workshop, we were aware that the rapid growth of
document analysis technology reflects considerable contemporary interest
and anticipates large market potential and an important economic role in
the coming decades. Therefore, we not only tried to attract academic and in-
dustrial researchers, but also vendors and end-users of document analysis
technology. In total, we received 51 papers and 20 abstracts from 12 coun-
tries. The program committee was careful to uphold a high standard for con-
tributions. We accepted 26 papers for oral presentation.

In assembling this book, we selected the papers most representative of
progress in this field and augmented that selection with a few papers invited
spectfically for this velume.

The book is divided into sections about document analysis system archi-
tectures, clagsification and performance evaluation, handwriting and line-
drawing recognition as well as innovative techniques and applications. We
have also incorporated the reports of the eight working group sessions that
took place during the Document Analysis Systems workshop.

We owe a special debt of gratitude to Henry Baird whose idea it was to
hold a workshop on systems and whe effectively and energetically promoted
it. Finally, we would like to thank all authors for their contribution to this
volume. We hope that this beok will be useful and serve to promote further
research in document analysis.

Palo Alte, California, USA Larry Spitz
Kaiserslautern, Germany Andreas Dengel
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